Introduction
The amarillidaceae have been for a long time motive of many cytogenetic studies, through which we know relatively well this caryology (Inariyama 1937 , Gouwa 1949 , Darlington 1955 , Willie 1955 .
These studies, at the same time, have enabled us to learn about certain aspects of the evolution of this family. In Chile, genus Hippeastrum is represented by few species, distributed particularly in the central zone of the country. They have been throughly studied by the taxonomists, who have formulated some serious doubts about their classification. Thus, they cannot decide whether H. bicolor and H. igneum are two different species of the genus or if they are just two varieties of the same species (Munoz Pizarro 1965 , 1966 
Results

1) H. bicolor
The caryotype found is constituted by 2n=16, all the chromosomes being meta-or submetacentric (Figs. 1a and b) and mostly large, as it is characteristical for Amarillidaceae (Darlington 1955 , Moorkerjea 1955 centromeres and secondary constrictions were clearly observed in most analyzed metaphases.
The first couple, as well as the second one, is represented by large metacentric chromosomes; a fre quent presence of small satellites (Fig.  2) in a high percent age, as heterozygotic character for the couple, is noted. The other couples are submetacentric. The fourth couple differs from the rest for presenting satel lites on their short arms (Fig. 1a) 
Summary
The caryotype of H. bicolor and H. igneum coincides in number and morphology (2n=16); satellites are born by submetacentric chromosomes at the fourth couple.
In some cells of H. bicolor small satellites were found at the second couple, as heterozygotic character.
